
Geography - Reception - Understanding the world - The World  
For full EYFS progression map EYFS progression at MBS

ELG – Know some similarities & differences between the natural world around them & contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences & what has been 
read in class

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons

Focus Location knowledge
Place Knowledge Human and Physical 

Geography
Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork

Prior knowledge 
(Nursery)

• Comment and ask questions 
about aspects of their familiar 
world such as the place where 
they live or the natural world
• Know that there are different 
countries in the world & talk 
about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos

• Talk about some of the things 
they have observed in different 
places
• Comments & asks questions 
about aspects of their familiar 
world such as the place where 
they live or the natural world
• Make imaginative & complex 
‘small worlds’ with blocks & 
construction kits, such as a city 
with different buildings & a park

• Help children to notice 
and discuss patterns around 
them, e.g. rubbings from 
grates, covers, or bricks.  
• Identify seasonal patterns 
– focusing on plants and 
animals.
• Begin to understand the 
effect their behaviour can 
have on the environment

• Observe and identify features in 
the place they live and the natural 
world.  
• Find out about their 
environment and talk about 
features they like and dislike.
• Use diverse range of props, 
photos, books to notice & talk 
about similarities & differences

Current 
Knowledge- 
Reception

• Observe, find out about and 
identify features in the place 
they live and in the natural 
world.  
• Find out about their 
environment and talk about 
those features they like/dislike.  
• Use appropriate words, e.g. 
‘town’, ‘village’, ‘road’, ‘path’, 
‘house’, ‘flat’, ’temple’ and 
‘synagogue’, to help children 
make distinctions in their 
observations. 
• Encourage children to express 
opinions on natural and built 
environments and give 
opportunities for them to hear 
different points of view on the 
quality of the environment.
• Recognise some environments 
that are different to the one in 
which they live

• Observe and identify features 
in the place they live and the 
natural world.  
• Talk about features. 
• Help children to find out about 
the environment by talking to 
people, examining photographs 
and simple maps and visiting 
local places.  
• Encourage the use of words 
that help children to express 
opinions, e.g. ‘busy’, ‘quiet’ and 
‘pollution’
• Recognise some similarities & 
differences between life in this 
country & life in other countries

• Explore their local 
environment and talk about 
the changes they see.  
• Talk about the similarities 
and differences between 
them and their friends and 
well as looking at photos of 
children and places around 
the world.
• Explain that human 
activity can influence and 
impact on the world, 
meaning that things happen 
as a result of our actions
• Understand the effect of 
changing seasons on the 
natural world around them

• Examine change over time. 
• Pose carefully framed 
open-ended questions, such as 
“How can we...?” or “What would 
happen if...?”..
• Describe some actions which 
people in their own community 
do that help to maintain the area 
they live in.
• Draw information from a simple 
map
• Interpret range of sources of 
geographical information, 
including maps,  globes, 
photographs

Vocabulary

Future Knowledge (y1)
• Locate and number the world’s 
seven continents and five 
oceans. 
• Name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capitals cities of 
the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas.

• Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small 
area of the United Kingdom, and 
of a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country.

• Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and 
the North and South Pole. 
• Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: - key 
physical features including: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, 
hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 
river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather - key 
human features, including: 
city, town, village, factory, 
farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop

• Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as well 
as the countries, continents and 
oceans 
• Use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language (e.g. near and far, left 
and right)to describe the location 
of features and routes on a map. 
• Use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple 
map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key. 
• Use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school grounds 
and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding 
environment

Developing

 

Embedded 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fjp4Mb__3HR2x5li01iG9ZbmKtdrE0w4/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114251434962053005645&rtpof=true&sd=true


Geography - Year 1- Local area- linked to seasons
Prior knowledge Current Knowledge-

● use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom
● use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language 

[for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map  
● use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 

features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key  
● use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds 

and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment.
● identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom

Future 
Knowledge

Early Learning Goal 
Children know 
about similarities 
and differences in 
relation to places, 
objects, materials 
and living things. 
They talk about the 
features of their 
own immediate 
environment and 
how environments 
might vary from one 
another. They make 
observations of 
animals and plants 
and explain why 
some things occur, 
and talk about 
changes.

Look at where our 
school is. 

Look at the 
human and 
physical features

Create a map of 
the school- using 
a simple key

Use directionals 
language to find 
your way around 
our school.

Look at daily 
weather patterns 

Look at where 
MB is located

Look at the 
human and 
physical 
features found 
in MB

Create a map 
of MB using a 
simple key

Look at daily 
weather 
patterns 

Learn about 
Autumn in the 
UK

Look at daily 
weather 
patterns 

Learn about 
Winter in the 
UK

Look at daily 
weather 
patterns 

Learn about 
Spring in the 
UK

Look at daily 
weather 
patterns 

Learn about 
Summer in the 
UK 

Look at daily 
weather patterns 

understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through 
studying the 
human and 
physical 
geography of a 
small area of the 
United Kingdom

Recurring 
Vocabulary-

Vocabulary- 
Mao, village, directions, weather, seasons, spring, 
summer, autumn, winter

Take away points:

1. The order and names of seasons
2. Use a simple map
3. Use directions 

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography - Year 1- London  (could be linked to Paddington Bear)

Prior 
knowledge

Current Knowledge- understand geographical similarities and differences 
through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United 
Kingdom

Future 
Knowledge

Local area and 
seasons 

Where is the UK?

Where is 
London? 

Map work 

Look at the 
difference 
between a city, 
town and the 
countryside. 

London 
landmarks- 
human and 
physical 
features 

Moving around 
London using 
maps and 
directional 
language

Take a trip 
to London- 
look at how 
you would 
get there 
and the 
types on 
transport 
you might 
use

Homes in London name, locate and 
identify 
characteristics of 
the four countries 
and capital cities 
of the United 
Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas

Recurring 
Vocabulary- 

Vocabulary- 

London, capital, city, countryside, dicrctions, tube, 
underground, transport, landmarks

Take away points:

1. London is the capital city of England
2. Cities and countryside are different
3.

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography - Year 1- England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales
Prior 
knowledge

Current Knowledge-
name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom 
and its surrounding seas

Future 
Knowledge

London- 
understand 
geographical 
similarities 
and 
differences 
through 
studying the 
human and 
physical 
geography of 
a small area 
of the United 
Kingdom

Where/what is 
the UK?

What are the 4 
countries in the 
UK?

What are their 
capital cities? 

Where is 
England? 

What is a capital 
city? - recap last 
topic

Look at 
landmarks with 
England- human 
and physical 

Look at the 
rivers, towns, 
countryside etc.. 

Symbols/flags 
related to the 
country. 

Where is 
Northern 
Ireland? 

What is a 
capital city? 

Look at 
landmarks with 
Northern 
Ireland- human 
and physical 

Look at the 
rivers, towns, 
countryside 
etc..

Symbols/flags 
related to the 
country. 

Where is 
Scotland?

What is a capital 
city? 

Look at 
landmarks with 
Scotland- human 
and physical 

Look at the 
rivers, towns, 
countryside etc..

Symbols/flags 
related to the 
country. 

Where is 
Wales?

What is a 
capital city? 

Look at 
landmarks 
with Wales- 
human and 
physical 

Look at the 
rivers, 
towns, 
countryside 
etc..

Symbols/fla
gs related to 
the country. 

National 
Conference

Children become 
delegates from 4 
home nations to 
discuss how to 
attract/persuade 
tourists arriving at 
airports not just to 
visit London.

Children use all of 
their knowledge 
gain through the 
previous 
sessions. 

use world maps, 
atlases and 
globes to identify 
the United 
Kingdom and its 
countries, as well 
as the countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied at 
this key stage

Recurring 
Vocabulary- 

Vocabulary- 

Country, city, landmarks, england, northern ireland, 
scotland, wales, rives, mountains, natural, man made

Take away points:

1. To know the 4 countries of UK
2. To know flags of 4 countries
3. To know 4 capital cities

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography - Year 2- Continents and Oceans of the World 
Prior 
knowledg
e

Current Knowledge-use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage

Future 
Knowledge

England, 
Ireland, 
Scotland, 
Wales
name, 
locate and 
identify 
characteris
tics of the 
four 
countries 
and capital 
cities of 
the United 
Kingdom 
and its 
surroundin
g seas

To locate the 
continents, 
sea and 
oceans of 
the world.

Europe 

Where is it 
located?

What Oceans 
and seas are 
there? 

What 
countries 
make up this 
continent?

Asia

Where is it 
located?

What 
Oceans and 
seas are 
there? 

What 
countries 
make up 
this 
continent?

Africa

Where is 
it located?

What 
Oceans 
and seas 
are there? 

What 
countries 
make up 
this 
continent
? 

North and 
South 
America 
(Americas) 

Where is it 
located?

What 
Oceans and 
seas are 
there? 

What 
countries 
make up 
this 
continent? 

Antarctica

Where is it located?

What Oceans and 
seas are there? 

What countries 
make up this 
continent?

Australia/Ocean
ia

Where is it 
located?

What Oceans 
and seas are 
there? 

What countries 
make up this 
continent?

understand 
geographical 
similarities 
and 
differences 
through 
studying the 
human and 
physical 
geography of 
a small area 
of the United 
Kingdom, 
and of a 
small area in 
a contrasting 
non-Europea
n country

Recurring 
Vocabular
y- 
England, 
London 
United 
Kingdom

Vocabulary: 
Asia, Europe, World, Continents, Oceans, Africa, North 
America, South America, Antarctica, Oceania, Pacific, 
Atlantic, Indian, Southern, Arctic, Hot, Cold, Climate, 
Hemisphere

Take away points:

1. Name and locate the 7 continents of the world.
2. Name and locate the 5 oceans of the world.
3. Be able to name and locate some famous landmarks 
from around the world.

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography -Year 2- Australia  (linked to seasons) 
Prior 
knowledge

Current Knowledge-
understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small 
area in a contrasting non-European country

Future 
Knowledge

Continent and 
Oceans of the 
world- use 
world maps, 
atlases and 
globes to 
identify the 
United 
Kingdom and 
its countries, 
as well as the 
countries, 
continents and 
oceans studied 
at this key 
stage

Where is 
Australia in 
the world? 

● Capital 
cities

● States 
● Territorie

s

Mapping skills- 
use Australian 
maps to 
describe the 
location of the 
states, 
territories and 
famous icons. 
Explore how to 
use north, 
south, east and 
west to 
describe the 
position of the 
states and 
territories. 
They will use 
maps and grids 
to explain 
directions and 
to navigate 
around 
Australia, 
visiting some 
famous icons 
along the way.

Look at the 
Australian 
weather and 
seasons and 
how it compare 
to the UK 
(Taught in Y1) 

Physical 
features- 
Australia has 
some amazing 
landmarks and 
physical 
features. 
Explore some 
of these with 
your class, and 
remind your 
children what 
the difference 
is between 
physical and 
human 
features. 

Look at Culture 
and lifestyle

Look at the live of 
the native 
Australian 
Aborigines and 
discover how 
differently some of 
them live 
compared to 
non-aboriginal 
Australians. 
Look at what it is 
like to live in 
Australia and what 
people do in their 
leisure time. There 
is also an 
opportunity to learn 
about Australia 
Day, and what this 
historical event 
means for the 
Australian people.

Australian 
animals 

Emus, kangaroos, 
wombats and 
more! Learn 
about the strange 
and wonderful 
animals found in 
Australia. They 
will learn about 
the characteristics 
of different 
animals around 
Australia, and 
begin to 
understand that 
there are some 
very dangerous 
creatures living in 
the country.

the location of hot 
and cold areas of 
the world in 
relation to the 
Equator and the 
North and South 
Poles  

Recurring 
Vocabulary- 

Vocabulary: Take away points:

1. Locate Australia on a map of the world.
2. Name and locate some famous landmarks in 
Australia.
3. Name 3 ways that Australia is different to England.

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography - Year 2- The Poles 
Prior 
knowledge

Current Knowledge-
the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles  

Future 
Knowledge

understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through 
studying the 
human and 
physical 
geography of a 
small area of 
the United 
Kingdom, and 
of a small area 
in a contrasting 
non-European 
country

What do they 
want to find 
out?

Where is the 
Arctic and 
Antarctica?

Where is the 
school?

Polar weather 
and transport

Polar housing 
and people Polar explorers

Animals 
and how 
they 
survive

Climate 
change/pollution

use fieldwork to 
observe, 
measure, record 
and present the 
human and 
physical features 
in the local area 
using a range of 
methods, 
including sketch 
maps, plans and 
graphs, and 
digital 
technologies

Recurring 
Vocabulary- 

Vocabulary- 
Arctic, Antarctica, Cold, Equator, Climate, 
Environment

Take away points:

1. Name and locate the North and South poles
2. Name one difference between the North and 
South poles.
3. Name one difference between Greenland and 
England.

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography - Year 3- the local area
Prior 
knowledge

Current Knowledge-
use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a 
range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies

Future Knowledge

the location 
of hot and 
cold areas of 
the world in 
relation to the 
Equator and 
the North and 
South Poles  

Where in the UK 
located in the world?

Where is the England 
located in the UK?

Where is MB located 
in England?

Use the compass 
points and directional 
language to describe 
the locations.  

Look at the human and 
physical features of MB 
using a range of 
methods

Useful doc to help planning : What is my local area 
like?

Investigation in your local area focusing on its main 
human and physical geographical features and how 
they might be changing  the use of a range of 
geographical skills including the use of maps, 
observation and field sketches  fieldwork 
opportunities within your school’s local area 

physical geography, 
including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle

name and locate counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their 
identifying human and 
physical characteristics, 
key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and 
land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of 
these aspects have 
changed over time

Recurring 
Vocabulary- 

Vocabulary- 
, 

Take away points:

1. Where is MB in relation to the UK/Europe?
2. How has the village changed and why were 
those changes necessary?
3. What are the compass points and why are they 
useful?

Vocabulary-
Tier 3

Developing Embedded 

https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=2513da77-344d-422f-9b43-7791fad45a36&lang=en-GB
https://www.rgs.org/CMSPages/GetFile.aspx?nodeguid=2513da77-344d-422f-9b43-7791fad45a36&lang=en-GB


Geography - Year 3- Rivers and the water cycle
Prior 
knowledge

Current Knowledge-
physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle

name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time

Future Knowledge

The local area- 
use fieldwork to 
observe, 
measure, 
record and 
present the 
human and 
physical 
features in the 
local area using 
a range of 
methods, 
including 
sketch maps, 
plans and 
graphs, and 
digital 
technologies

Learn about the key 
aspects of the water 
cycle. 

Learn about how rivers 
get their 
water-Understand the 
role of watersheds in 
the collection and 
movement of 
precipitation into rivers 
and lakes.

Use, with 

understanding, the 

terms associated with 

water travelling to 

rivers and discuss how 

pollutants travel in 

water and impact the 

environment.

Identify the sources 

of rivers on 

mountain moorlands 

and understand how 

tributaries feed into 

a fast flowing river.

Understand how the 

fast flowing river 

water erodes the 

rock beneath and 

causes a V-shaped 

valley, often with 

interlocking spurs.

Identify mature rivers 

and their floodplains 

and understand that 

mature rivers feed 

into the sea.

Understand how the 

different flow-speeds 

of a mature river 

erode the bank and 

deposit sediment, 

creating meandering 

bends and 

sometimes ox-bow 

lakes.

Discuss the effects of 

human impact on 

floodplain.

Understand the 

importance of flood 

management systems 

and discuss how to 

improve life on a 

floodplain.

name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical 
features (including 
hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), 
and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how 
some of these 
aspects have 
changed over time

Recurring 
Vocabulary- 

Vocabulary- 
Condensation, Precipitation, Evaporation, Water 
droplets, Water vapour, Cycle, Transpiration 
watershed, Basin, Pollutants, Impact, 
Environment Source, Mountain, Moorland, 
Tributaries, Feed, Erodes, Interlocking, Spurs, 
Floodplain, Mature, erode/erosion, Meandering,
Flood management systems 

Take away points:

1. What is the water cycle and how does it impact us?
2. How does water shape our landscape?
3. How do humans impact our rivers and landscape?

Vocabulary-
Tier 3

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography - Year 3- UK 
Prior knowledge Current Knowledge-

name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time

Future 
Knowledge

Rivers and the water 
cycle- physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle

name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including hills, 
mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how some of 
these aspects have 
changed over time

Where is the 
UK?

What is the UK?

What are the 
countries in the 
UK and their 
capital cities? 

(Taught in Year 
1 previously) 

Take a closer look 
at the counties of 
the UK.
 Explore how UK 
counties are 
organised.
 Find out how the 
counties of 
England can be 
separated into 
regions before 
exploring the 
names and 
locations of the 
counties across 
Great Britain.

https://planbee
.com/products/
the-united-kin
gdom

Start the lesson 
by challenging 
your class to 
name as many 
UK towns and 
cities as they 
can, before 
learning how to 
locate the major 
cities on a map, 
including 
London, 
Edinburgh, 
Cardiff, Belfast, 
and many more. 
There is also the 
opportunity for 
your class to 
carry out some 
research into 
one particular 
city as they find 
out where it is, 
how big it is, 
when it became 
a city, what you 
will see there, 
and much more.

Children will 
start to 
understand 
the 
difference 
between a 
hill and a 
mountain 
and are 
given a brief 
explanation 
of how 
mountains 
are formed. 
They will go 
on to explore 
some of the 
hills and 
mountains of 
the UK and 
identify their 
features and 
key facts. 

Children 
will find out 
about the 
coastline of 
Britain and 
identify the 
seas and 
oceans that 
surround 
the UK. 
They will 
use photos 
to identify 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between 
different 
UK 
beaches, 
and use 
appropriate 
geographic
al 
vocabulary 
to describe 
their 
features. 

Children will find 
out about the 
journey of a river 
from source to 
mouth, and some 
of the features of 
rivers, such as 
deltas and 
tributaries. They 
will then identify 
some of the major 
rivers in Britain 
and explore their 
journeys, thinking 
about where they 
are located, which 
counties and 
cities they flow 
through and other 
key facts about 
each one. 

locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including 
the location of 
Russia) and North 
and South 
America, 
concentrating on 
their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities

Recurring 
Vocabulary-

Vocabulary- Take away points:

1. What countries are in the UK and how 
is it different to Britain?

2. What are the capital cities of the UK?
3. How does the landscape differ within 

the UK and why?

Developing

 

Embedded 

https://planbee.com/products/the-united-kingdom
https://planbee.com/products/the-united-kingdom
https://planbee.com/products/the-united-kingdom
https://planbee.com/products/the-united-kingdom


Geography - Year 4 - Mountains and hills in the UK   
Prior knowledge Current Knowledge-

To be able to name and locate key mountains and hills that are in the UK.
Understand more about weather conditions on mountains and their formation.

Future 
Knowledge

Rivers and the water 
cycle- physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle

name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including hills, 
mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how some of 
these aspects have 
changed over time

Recap from Y3:

Take a closer 
look at the 
counties of the 
UK.
 Explore how UK 
counties are 
organised.
 Find out how 
the counties of 
England can be 
separated into 
regions before 
exploring the 
names and 
locations of the 
counties across 
Great Britain.

https://planbe
e.com/produc
ts/the-united-
kingdom

What is the 
difference 
between a 
hill and a 
mountain?

What are the 
conditions and 
physical 
features of a 
mountain 
area? How 
does this area 
compare to 
other parts of 
the UK?

Sca Fell and 
Scafell Pike 
(Lake 
District)

Locate on a 
map and 
explore 
some of the 
physical 
features and 
key facts of 
this area of 
the UK and 
mountain.

Ben Nevis 
(Fort 
William and 
Scotland)

Locate on 
a map and 
explore 
some of 
the 
physical 
features 
and key 
facts of this 
area of the 
UK and 
mountain.

Snowdon (Wales)

Locate on a map 
and explore some 
of the physical 
features and key 
facts of this area 
of the UK and 
mountain.

The 3 Peaks 
Challenge.

locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including 
the location of 
Russia) and North 
and South 
America, 
concentrating on 
their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities

Recurring 
Vocabulary- 

Vocabulary- Take away points:

1. How does a hill differ from a 
mountain? How are they formed 
differently?  

2. What are the key features of a 
mountain and how does it differ from 
a coastal area? 

3. Where in the country is Scafell Pike, 
Ben Nevis and Snowdon and and how 
do they present on a map compared 
to other areas? E.g. flat land

Vocabulary-

Developing

 

Embedded 
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Geography - Year 4 - Waterfalls and rivers (Norway)
Prior knowledge Current Knowledge-

Understand how a river is established and how a waterfall is formed.
To be able to locate Norway on a map of Europe and compare the country to England
To be able to name and locate some of Norway’s key rivers and waterfalls.

Future 
Knowledge

Rivers and the water 
cycle- physical 
geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the 
water cycle

name and locate 
counties and cities of 
the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions 
and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including hills, 
mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and 
understand how some of 
these aspects have 
changed over time

Recap from Y3:

What do the 
children 
remember about 
the water cycle 
and rivers?

Key vocab - 
Floodplain
Impact
Flood 
management 
systems 
Mature
erode/erosion
Meandering
Source
Mountain
Moorland
Tributaries
Feed
Erodes
Interlocking
spurs

How does a 
waterfall 
form?

Why do 
some rivers 
have 
waterfalls?

At what 
stage of a 
river do 
waterfalls 
usually form?

Where are 
waterfalls 
normally 
found?

Where is 
Norway?

Locate Norway 
on a map of 
Europe. 

How does 
Norway 
compare to 
England?

Culture
Weather 
conditions
Population
Language
Capital city
Famous 
landmarks

Where is 
Norway?

Locate 
Norway on a 
map of 
Europe. 

How does 
Norway 
compare to 
England?

Culture
Weather 
conditions
Population
Language
Capital city
Famous 
landmarks

Locate key 
rivers in 
Norway:

Glomma 
(longest)
Otra
Namsen

How do the 
different 
weather 
conditions 
in Norway 
make a 
difference 
to the 
rivers in 
comparison 
with British 
rivers?

Waterfalls in 
Norway

Why does Norway 
have so many 
waterfalls 
compared to other 
European 
countries?

Locate key 
waterfalls in 
Norway on a map.

How many 
waterfalls are in 
Norway?

What is the tallest 
waterfall in 
Norway?

locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including 
the location of 
Russia) and North 
and South 
America, 
concentrating on 
their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities

Recurring 
Vocabulary-

Vocabulary- Take away points:

1. What features are important for a 
waterfall to form a river? 

2. Why do the weather conditions affect 
the rivers in Norway and how does 
this differ to Britain's rivers? 

3. What is the tallest waterfall and 
longest river in Norway? 

Vocabulary-

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography - Year 4 - Coastal Areas and Islands (Greece and Croatia)
Prior knowledge Current Knowledge-

To be able to locate Greece, Croatia and name some of the surrounding islands.
Understand how coastal features are formed.
Understand how islands are formed. 

Future 
Knowledge

Understand how a 
river is established 
and how a waterfall is 
formed.
To be able to locate 
Norway on a map of 
Europe and compare 
the country to 
England
To be able to name 
and locate some of 
Norway’s key rivers 
and waterfalls.

How are 
coastal 
features 
formed?

Types of 
rock in 
coastal 
areas.

Physical 
processes 
and human 
effects on 
the 
environment
.

What is an 
island?

How are 
islands 
formed? 

Locate 
Greece and 
some of the 
islands 
surrounding 
on a map of 
Europe.

Key features 
of Greece:
Weather 
conditions
Culture
Coastal 
areas
Landmarks

Greece 
and its 
surroundin
g islands.

Key 
landmarks 

Human 
and 
physical 
features

Locate 
Croatia 
and 
some of 
the 
islands 
surroundi
ng on a 
map of 
Europe.

Key 
features 
of 
Croatia:
Weather 
condition
s
Culture
Coastal 
areas
Landmar
ks

Croatia and its 
surrounding 
islands.

Key landmarks 

Human and 
physical 
features

locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including 
the location of 
Russia) and North 
and South 
America, 
concentrating on 
their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities

Recurring 
Vocabulary- 

Vocabulary- Take away points:

1. Explain how a coastal area is formed 
and the physical and human effects 
that cause this. 

2. Explain how an island is formed. 
3. What are the key features of Greece 

and Croatia. 

Developing
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Geography - Year 5 - The water cycle and coastal areas around Europe
Prior knowledge Current Knowledge-

To understand the key aspects of the water cycle
Identify key coastal areas around Europe, understand how coastal areas are formed and compare 
differences between (e.g. weather conditions and proximity to the equator) 

Future 
Knowledge

Learn about the 
key aspects of 
the water cycle. 

Recap for half of 
class - what do 
they remember?

How are 
coastal areas 
formed? 

What 
physical 
features can 
be found?

What impact 
have humans 
had on 
coastal 
areas?

Coastal 
areas in the 
south of the 
UK - Dorset 
- Durdle 
Door, Man 
O’ War 
beach

Erosion and 
type of cliff

What sea is 
located 
here?

The Algarve, 
Portugal

Rocky 
coastline

What sea is 
located 
here?

Locate on a 
map

Portuguese 
traditions 
and cultures

Key 
landmarks

Nautholsvik 
Geotherma
l Beach, 
Iceland

Human and 
physical 
features.

Compariso
ns to The 
Algarve/ 
Dorset

Locate on 
a map.

locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
countries outside 
of Europe and 
North and South 
America, 
concentrating on 
their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities

Recurring 
Vocabulary- 

Vocabulary- Cycle, Dense, Liquid, Gas, 
Condensation, Precipitation, Vapour, Collection, 
Evaporation, Physical features, Cliff, Erosion, 
Bay, Beach, Headland, Stack, Stump, Arch, Land 
bridge, Cave, Mediterranean, Geo

Take away points:

1. How does the sea affect different 
types of coast?

2. How are physical features of the coast 
formed?

3. How are different coasts different?

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography - Year 5 - Asia - Earthquakes
Prior knowledge Current Knowledge-

Describe and understand key aspects of earthquakes
Locate countries on a map/globe/atlas and describe key features studied. 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography.

Future 
Knowledge

To understand the key 
aspects of the water 
cycle
Identify key coastal 
areas around Europe, 
understand how 
coastal areas are 
formed and compare 
differences between 
(e.g. weather 
conditions and 
proximity to the 
equator) 

.Locate Asia 

Discuss key 
aspects of 
the 
continent 
such as 
weather 
patterns, 
countries 
and capitals, 
human and 
physical 
features, 
famous 
landmarks 
etc.

Look at 
China in 
more depth

Discuss key 
aspects such 
as weather 
patterns, 
capital city, 
human/physi
cal features, 
famous 
landmarks. 

Look at India 
in more 
depth

Discuss key 
aspects 
such as 
weather 
patterns, 
capital city, 
human/physi
cal features, 
famous 
landmarks. 

Make 
comparisons 
with China

What is 
the earth?

How is the 
earth 
formed?

What are 
the 4 
layers of 
the earth?

What is an 
earthquake?

Why do 
earthquakes 
happen?

What impact 
do 
earthquakes 
have?

Why do 
some 
countries 
have worse 
earthquakes 
than others?

Tsunamis - 

The Indian ocean 
earthquake and 
tsunami - 26th 
December 2004

locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including 
the location of 
Russia) and North 
and South 
America, 
concentrating on 
their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities

Recurring 
Vocabulary-

Vocabulary- Take away points:

1. What are the 4 layers of the Earth?
2. How do earthquakes occur?
3. How is China different to India?

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography - Year 5 - Volcanoes - The Galapagos Islands 
Prior knowledge Current Knowledge-

locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and  North and South 
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major 
cities

physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle

Future 
Knowledge

Describe and 
understand key aspects 
of earthquakes
Locate countries on a 
map/globe/atlas and 
describe key features 
studied. 
Understand 
geographical similarities 
and differences through 
the study of human and 
physical geography.

Children will 
find out what 
volcanoes are, 
and why and 
how they 
erupt. 

They will learn 
about the 
devastating 
eruption of 
Mount 
Vesuvius, 
which 
destroyed the 
Roman city of 
Pompeii in 
79AD.

Look at the 
volcanoes on 
the 
Galapagos 
Islands

Compare to 
active 
volcanoes in 
Italy. 

Locate The 
Galapagos 
Islands 

How was it 
discovered?

Why is it so 
significant?

What is 
culture and 
life like 
there?

What is the 
population?

Look at 
the 
physical 
and 
human 
features of 
The 
Galapagos 
Islands

Recap 
the 
human 
and 
physical 
features 
and build 
on this by 
exploring 
the 
island’s 
wildlife, 
weather 
condition
s and 
grounds.

Make 
comparisons 
between the 
Galapagos 
Islands and 
another island 
previously 
learned. 

For example 
the Isle of 
Wight (UK) or 
Sri Lanka 
(Asia)

locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including 
the location of 
Russia) and North 
and South 
America, 
concentrating on 
their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities

Recurring 
Vocabulary-

Vocabulary- Take away points:

1. How are volcanoes formed?
2. How are volcanoes different to each 

other?
3. Where is the Galapagos?

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography - Year 6- South America- Earthquakes
Prior knowledge Current Knowledge-

locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and  North and South 
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities

physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle

Future Knowledge

Locate the world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus on 
Europe (including the 
location of Russia) 
and  North and South 
America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental 
regions, key physical 
and human 
characteristics, 
countries, and major 
cities

Learn about 
earthquakes and the 
movement of tectonic 
plates.

Understand how tectonic 
plates work.
Identify the layers of the 
earth and how 
earthquakes occur.
Consider the effects felt 
at the surface of the 
Earth when plate 
tectonic move.

What happens when an 
earthquake strikes? 
Find out about seismic 
waves and make a DIY 
seismograph.

Children will:
Understand what 
happens with tectonic 
plates move
Understand what 
seismic waves are and 
what effect they have 
during an earthquake
Understand how 
seismic waves are 
recorded and measured 
through the making of 
their own seismograph

Gain an 
understanding of life 
in an earthquake 
zone. Compile and 
practise your own 
class earthquake drill.

Children will:
Understand life in an 
earthquake zone and 
are familiar with the 
precautions/preparati
ons required.
Understand how their 
surroundings might 
behave in an 
earthquake and 
undergo an 
earthquake drill in the 
classroom.
Link this to regions in 
South America

Identify the factors that 

make buildings 

withstand earthquakes 

and make an 

earthquake-proof 

structure using 

marshmallows and 

straws on a ‘ground’ of 

jelly.

To make an earthquake 
proof structure using 
simple materials.

Children will:

Understand how 
buildings are 
constructed to 
withstand damage from 
earthquakes and can 
identify some of the 
factors that make 
buildings 
earthquake-proof, 
including cross bracing, 
large ‘footprints’ and 
tapered geometry.

Make an 
earthquake-proof 
structure using 
marshmallows and 
straws on a ‘ground’ of 
jelly.

locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to 
focus on Europe 
(including the location of 
Russia) and North and 
South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, 
and major cities 
identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle
describe and understand 
key aspects of human 
geography, including: 
types of settlement and 
land use, economic 
activity including trade 
links, and the distribution 
of natural resources 
including energy, food, 
minerals and water
use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer mapping 
to locate countries and 
describe features studied

Recurring 
Vocabulary-

Vocabulary- 

natural disaster,  core, 
inner core,   outer core,   
mantle, crust, ·   

eruption, avalanche, · 

volcanic ash, lava 
flow,  tectonic plate,    
fault line,  boundary 
line, Ring of Fire

Take away points:

1. Know why 
earthquakes 
happen

2. Know which 
regions are 
susceptible 
to 
earthquakes

3. Know how 
can 
buildings be 
protected 
from 
damage

Developing

 

Embedded 



Geography - Year 6- South America
Prior 
knowledge

Current Knowledge-
locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and  North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities

physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and 
the water cycle

Future 
Knowledge

North America- 
locate the 
world’s 
countries, 
using maps to 
focus on 
Europe 
(including the 
location of 
Russia) and  
North and 
South America, 
concentrating 
on their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities

Children will 
identify South 
America as a 
continent and 
start to identify 
some of its 
features. They 
will identify the 
twelve countries 
and two 
territories that 
comprise South 
America and 
locate them on a 
map

Children will use 
climate zone 
maps to explore 
climate zones 
around the world 
before taking a 
closer look at the 
various climate 
zones in South 
America. They 
will learn about 
different 
climates, such 
as temperate, 
arid and 
subtropical, and 
describe the 
features of these 
climates. 

Children will 
identify the 
Andes of South 
America as the 
largest 
mountain 
range in the 
world. They will 
locate the 
Andes on a 
map and 
discover how 
the Andes were 
formed. They 
will also 
identify some 
facts about this 
mountain 
range and 
explore how it 
is used by the 
people who live 
on or near the 
mountains. 

Children will 
recap the 
difference 
between human 
and physical 
geography 
before 
generating 
questions they 
could ask about 
the human 
geography of 
South America. 
They will use 
facts to find out 
about the human 
geography of 
various countries 
and use what 
they have found 
out to compare 
and contrast 
countries. 

Children will 
consider the 
concept of 
world trade 
and 
recognise 
some of the 
products we 
use that 
may come 
from South 
America. 
They will 
identify 
some of the 
biggest 
exports of 
South 
America and 
recognise 
some of 
their 
strongest 
industries

Children will 
recap the names 
of the countries 
and territories of 
South America. 
They will then 
choose one 
country as a focus 
of study, using 
what they already 
know and carrying 
out their own 
research to 
collate and 
present 
information about 
a South American 
country. 

Recurring 
Vocabulary- 

Vocabulary- 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle, human 
geography, physical geography,  North America, South 
America, Europe, territories, temperature, subtropical, 
temperate arid, Andes, exports, industries. 

Take away points:

1. Know where South America is and that it is 
a continent (identify it is made up of 
different countries)

2. Know about various climate zones
3. Know what human geography is
4. Know about world trade

Vocabulary-

Developing
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Geography - Polar regions Year 6
Prior 
knowledge

Current Knowledge- 
● locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 

North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 

● identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Arctic and Antarctic Circle

● describe and understand key aspects of human geography, including: types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water

● use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied

Future Knowledge

What are the 
polar regions?

 Where are 
they located?

GIS/mapping

What are the 
key physical 
characteristic
s of the polar 
regions?

 What are the 
differences 
between the 
Arctic and 
Antarctic?

How has 
polar 
exploration 
shaped our 
understandi
ng of the 
polar 
regions?

How have 
human 
populations 
adapted to 
the polar 
regions?
What natural 
resources are 
available in 
the polar 
regions?

What are 
the key 
economic 
activities 
in the 
polar 
regions?
How are 
trade links 
important 
in the 
polar 
regions?

How are the polar 
regions being 
affected by climate 
change?
-link to 
GIS/mapping?

Recurring 
Vocabulary
- 

Vocabulary- 
Arctic, Antarctic, Antarctica, Arctic Circle, latitude, 
longitude, coordinates, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, Physical feature, glacier, ice 
shelf, ice sheet, ice cap, permafrost,waterfall, 
volcano, mountain, polar, tundra, ecosystem, 
habitat, environment, biodiversity, climate, 
Explorer, exploration, expedition, Sir Ernest 
Shackleton,Endurance, Robert Falcon Scott, Roald 
Amundsen, Sir James Clark Ross, Natural 
resources, indigenous, populations, tribes, Inuit, 
exploitation, Economy, economic, trade, trade links, 
mineral extraction, fishing, energy, tourism, Climate 
change, global warming, ozone layer, greenhouse 
gases, melting, sea level

Take away points:

1. Know what polar regions are and where they 
are

2. Have an understanding of the effect of polar 
exploration

3. Know how climate change is affecting polar 
regions

Vocabulary-
Tier 3

Developing
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